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is revealed as the intensely human person
he was, the most astonishing blend - not
contradiction - of gravity and gaiety it
has been my fortune to encounter No
man could have a keener sense of the fit-
ness of things and, at the same time, of
then essential absurdity It was this in
him especially that made him so attrac-
tive a companion
If one is to compare this all-too-short
book (it would have been longer had he
lived) with the conventional volume of
Indian reminiscences which in most ways
it is so unlike, one must record at once
that it contains within its slender con-
fines as many good stones as the average
work of this kind would contain in the
course of two large and deliberate volumes
This is due partly, of course, to sheer
literary ability in the telling of a tale, but
it is also due to a peculiarly acute sense
of comic values in the man himself For
while Welby was a real Conservative, in
politics and by temperament, he was very
far from being one of the conventional